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brought to Mosul, there was a great number of well-informed men in that city, but
none of them, excepting Kamalad-Din, was able to understand the technical language
employed by the author.   Having met with al-Amidi's (vol. II. p. 660) Irshdd, he
solved, in a single night, all the difficulties contained in that work and then caused
his pupils to read it (whilst he explained it}; such, at least, is the general report.
He knew the philosophical sciences, logic (that is, the Organum of Aristotle), physics,
metaphysics and medicine; he was acquainted with all the parts of mathematical
science explained by Euclid, astronomy, conic sections, mean proportionals (mu-
tawassita), the Almagest, the different modes of calculation both numerical(2), and
algebraic, arithmetic, the system of double false position, music and mensuration.
In all these sciences he was without a rival; others had a superfical knowledge of them,
but none knew so well as he the abstruse doctrines and truths which they contain.
In a word, one might well apply to him the words of the poet:

In the sciences he was such that, from his knowledge of one alone, you might conclude he
knew them all.

He discovered also a mode of calculating the hours of prayer (3) which no one had
ever fallen upon before. His researches in the study of Arabic and its grammatical
inflexions were so profound that he wras capable of reading (without a master) the Book
of Sibawaih (ml IL p. 396), the Iddh and the Takmila of Abu AH '1-Farisi (vol. I.
p. 379), and the Mufassal of az-Zamakhshari (p. 321 of this vol.). In the interpreta-
tion of the Koran, in the science of traditions, in that which treats of the names of
those men (by whom traditions have been handed dowri)9a.nA in every matter connected
with such subjects, he was a most able hand. He knew by heart a mass of histo-
rical relations, accounts of the combats which took place between the (ancient) Arabs,
pieces of poetry and dialogues. Jews and Christians used to go and read under his
tuition the Pentateuch and the Gospels; they even declared that they could find no
one so capable as he of explaining these two books. He knew so perfectly each of
the above mentioned branches of knowledge that one would have supposed he could
not have found time to learn the others. In a word, none of his predecessors were ever
known to have been acquainted with so many sciences as he. In the year 625 (A* D.
1228) (4), the sfcoifefe Athir ad~Bfe aMIufeddal al-Abheri, the author of the T&ttka
$ 'l-Khildf (wits m controverted matters), the Zij (astronomical tables) (5)*'ml ^
other well-known works,left Mosul and came to Arbela where we were then residing.